Thomas Roberts

March 3, 1928 - June 27, 2015

Thomas L. Roberts, 87 of Silex, entered his heavenly home at 4:19 AM on
Saturday, June 27th, 2015,while at home with his family and friends gathered
around in loving support.

A funeral mass will be held Friday July 3 at 11:00 a.m. at the St. Alphonsus
Catholic Church in Millwood with Fr. Charles Tichacek. Burial will be in the St.
Alphonsus Cemetery with military honors provided by the V. F. W. Post # 5553
and Missouri Military Honors. Visitation will be held from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. Wednesday July 1 at the Millwood Knights of Columbus Hall.

He was born on March 3, 1928 to Joseph W. and Caroline A. Roberts “Bauer”
on the family farm in the Millwood area. He attended local schools and went to
high school at Assumption in O’ Fallon, MO.

He signed up for the Navy in the spring of 1946. During his stint in the navy he
bravely served as a pitcher for the naval baseball team. He was honorably
discharged after serving his country.

Soon after his discharge from the navy, he caught the eye of a minor league
recruiter. He whole heartedly accepted their offer to continue chasing his first
true love, baseball. At the ripe old age of 24 he traveled to Georgia and began
to play for the Thomasville Tomcats. From there he transitioned to the Tifton
Blue Sox, the Valdosta Browns (St. Louis farm team), and the Harlan
Smokies.



After several years of playing baseball he decided it was time to return home
to Millwood MO. Even though he was now home again, his passion for
baseball wouldn’t give up. He played for several hard road teams that traveled
through the area. It was his style of pitching and brushing people back off his
plate that created the legacy of “Smoke”. If you got to close to his plate he
would smoke a fastball right past your chin. His legacy didn’t stop there. In
1992 he was inducted into the minor league hall of fame where his career will
be recognized for eternity.

Now that he was home again he began his lifelong working career at Central
Elevator. He started out as a truck driver, and saw the growing potential at his
fingertips. He later purchased the company with partners Mel and Mike to
continue to grow the dream. They began to execute this plan in 1961. This
path took place over the next 50 plus years. During that journey he served as
General Manager and President of the Board as well as handling numerous
other duties.

He met his other love (Evelyn L. Wielms), who soon trumped his passion for
baseball, in 1973. They spent many nights courting each other on the dance
floor for the next 5 year. This courtship ended in the beginning of a wonderful
marriage on November 25, 1978. They came together with all their kids and
turned their house into a home.

Janet, Tina, Sonya, Chris and Tommy all enjoyed being at home in the pool.
The one that he worked so hard to keep up for not only his family but the
community because he knew how much everyone loved it. It was this devotion
to the people that surrounded him that made him the great man that we all
know and love. He always made sure that everyone felt welcome and invited.
He is survived by his loving wife Evelyn, their five children Janet, Tina, Sonya,
Chris, Tommy, and their spouses. He is also survived by their grandchildren,
Drew, Amanda, Ashley, Grant, Kayleigh, Nicholas, Halle, Alex, Will, Kai, and
Teagan. Plus a numerous amount of additional family and friends. All of who
will miss the great man they know, Tom Roberts.

Memorials may be made to the Donor’s Choice.






Cemetery Details

St. Alphonsus Cemetery

Silex, MO

Previous Events
Visitation

JUL 1. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Knights of Columbus Hall
Millwood, MO

Service

JUL 3. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Alphonsus Catholic Church
Millwood, MO



Tribute Wall

he was a great boss and good friend,i will miss him deeply .jeff and
Teresa graddy

jeff graddy - June 30, 2015 at 04:19 PM

Cross Wind Chime - Personalized was purchased
for the family of Thomas Roberts.

June 30, 2015 at 08:41 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Tina Roach - June 30, 2015 at 05:48 AM

Sorry to hear this tom was one good man. will offer prayers for him

Joe lewis - June 29, 2015 at 09:57 PM


https://www.bibbveach.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=948&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bibbveach.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=948&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sending love, hugs, prayers and sympathy to each and every
member of Tom's family.
Debi Mudd

Debi Mudd - June 29, 2015 at 06:53 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Christopher Douglas - June 29, 2015 at 02:31 PM

Hugs, Carl and Kathy Butler purchased the Senti
ments of Serenity Spray for the family of Thomas
Roberts.

Hugs, Carl and Kathy Butler - June 29, 2015 at 02:27 PM

Always smiling,happy to see you and very helpful. Will miss waving
at Tom on his porch. God bless.

Kurt & Elaine Bruns - June 29, 2015 at 10:57 AM


https://www.bibbveach.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bibbveach.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bibbveach.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

